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TEAMWORK The ROTC team works together on a course. The team competed in
Sandhurst, in West Point, New York.

ROTC finishes 13th out of 55
BY JOEY BRAKUS

Staff Reporter

At this year’s Sandhurst Competition
in West Point, New York, Central Washington University’s Army ROTC was the
highest placing team in school history.
Overall, the team finished in 13th
place. There were a total of 55 teams that
competed in the competition this year.
Jessica Myers said one of the most surprising things about the competition was
how encouraging the other teams were.
“Everyone would cheer for everybody
so there was a big camaraderie between
all of the teams,” Myers said. “It was a big
morale booster.”
Out of the 10 events, the team scored
the highest in the boat movement and

the rope bridge.
One reason the team did so well in the
rope bridge event was because the team
practiced for many hours, according to
Myers.
“We were all really in sync with the
rope bridge,” Myers said. “Everybody
was on point for their job and we were all
pretty pumped up and motivated for it.”
The boat movement was one of the last
events the team had to accomplish. They
placed second, 21 minutes faster than the
team that placed third.
Myers said the experience was more
than she could have expected.
“It was awesome. I had a blast,” Myers said. “It was a once in a lifetime
experience.”
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Students try to neuter new logo
New ’Cat head causes controversy at Central

BOD Candidates
introduce
themselves
to public
BY GRACIE MANLOW

BY SANTOS HERRERA

Staff Reporter

Staff Reporter

The new Central Washington University ’Cat head icon has brewed up a storm
of ﬁre and ice, with both positive and
negative opinions ﬂaring from the student
body.
Out of 30 students and staff who were
asked at random, 10 liked the new ’Cat
head, 16 preferred the old one and ﬁve felt
indifferent about the change.
Those who liked the new ’Cat head
said it looks more ﬁerce than the old one.
Those who disliked it said it looks like a
SANTOS HERRERA/OBSERVER
cartoon. Teri Olin, Assistant Director for
MEOW Above is a Central shirt with the new ‘Cat head printed on it. The new logo is
Public Relations and Marketing, said that causing controversy among students and faculty.
she feels the new ’Cat head looks more like
a Wildcat than the former ’Cat head. Olin
Olin said that since the logo project be- logos.
believes that if a non-student looked at the gan about a year ago, people have been
Ross later said that the administration
former ’Cat head, it could be mistaken for to her ofﬁce to look at the logos and ’Cat is not practicing what they preach.
a bear. She also added that it was common heads and have given their feedback. Olin
“When you promote student advocacy
to not know what it was.
said that she felt that they had a lot of and shared governance, then you should
Some students have even made their feedback as it was.
include students in
opinions known via Facebook with a phobasic communicaThe designer of
to of the new ’Cat head being crossed out, the logo was Jeremy
Ross said.
No one meets with more tion,”
with a caption attached that reads: “WildRoss added that
Higuchi, a student
cats for life! Veto the new symbol!”
employee. Accord- students, both in numbers throughout the year,
Among the students against the logo
he has tried to coning to Olin, she does
and ’Cat head change is the Student
not know where and diversity, than the BOD. tact Schactler for
Board of Directors (BOD).
the idea to change We can’t do our jobs when opinions, input and
“Why have us here if we’re not being
help and rarely rekept in the loop with decisions such as the ’Cat head came
we’re
not
included.
ceives
responses.
from,
but
when
it
changing the logo?” BOD President SteWhen
Ross
does redid,
Higuchi
told
ven Ross said. “I’d like to have more comceive
a
response,
he
David
Matayoshi,
a
-MIKE MERZ
munication coming from Barge Hall.”
says that it is a gramThe BOD was especially upset that graphic designer, that
Vice President for Legislative Affairs
matically incorrect
the entire student body was not informed he had a ’Cat head
email that does not
he
previously
made
about the logo change. Like several other
seem to have much
that
could
serve
as
a
students, the BOD would have preferred
thought
behind
it.
starting
point.
that the logo change be put up for a stuDespite feelings, thoughts and concerns
Schaclter pointed out that Higuchi is a
dent vote and let democracy speak. Director of Public Affairs Linda Schactler student employee who worked with other from various people, the new logos are in
admitted to not having reported the logo students and staff, so the ’Cat head was forward progress. According to Schactler,
100,000 recruitment pieces have been sent
therefore created with student input.
change to the BOD.
“The current ’Cat head will still be out with all the new elements. Even the
“It’s never occurred to me to consult the
BOD for marketing decisions,” Schactler around for some time,” Schactler said. Wildcat Shop is showing forward progsaid. “If they want to be involved with “The new one should be seen as an addi- ress with three new T-shirts already on the
university marketing, they should change tion rather than a replacement.”
shelves.
jobs.”
“Within a year, the new ’Cat head
Another concern that the BOD has is
“No one meets with more students, the money that is being spent on the logo has to be used on every item on the list,”
both in numbers and diversity, than the change. According to Schactler, there is no Wildcat Shop Director Steve Wenger said.
BOD,” Vice President for Legislative Af- difference in spending. There is no more “The former ’Cat head will still be used,
fairs Mike Merz said. “We can’t do our or less spending being made regardless but mostly the new one.”
jobs when we’re not included.”
The new ’Cat head will always be
of a logo change. In other words, if there
In addition, Schactler said that she were no logo change, the amount of funds shown with “Central Washington State
has been presenting the new logo change being spent would be the same.
University,” or at the very least, the school
both formally and informally for about
“That is com- initials until it is more recognized as a
six months. She also
pletely wrong, and a Central logo.
said that she had reThe Athletic Department is also on
political anIt’s never occurred to normal
ported the change to
swer that is not very board with moving forward. The football
the Board of Trust- me to consult the BOD for honest,” Ross said. team’s Head Coach Blaine Bennett said
ees.
“They’re not expect- that the new logo is great and he cannot
This was con- marketing decisions. If they ing people to look wait to put it on everything they have.
ﬁrmed after an in- want to be involved with into it.”
Bennett has not heard anything about new
terview with Ivana
Ross continued to jerseys but according to Assistant Athletic
university
marketing,
they
Trottman, the stuexplain opportunity Director for Media Relations, Jonathan
dent trustee.
should change jobs.
Gordon, the football team will have new
cost.
“I do recall seeing
“In opportunity decals in the fall.
the logo change on
-LINDA SCHACTLER
The logo in Nicholson Pavilion will
costs, the thousands
the agenda since last
Director
of
Public
Affairs
also
be replaced in December according
that
are
being
spent
October,” Trottman
to
Olin.
She attributes the change of the
on
this
logo
change
said. “But, I didn’t
gym
ﬂ
oor
and the change of the logo to
cannot
be
spent
on
know that they weren’t going to student
perfect
timing.
other
things
that
students
need
or
want,”
committees.”
Central’s men’s head basketball coach,
Furthermore, Schactler said that re- Ross said. “I’m not afraid to speak out
ports of the logo change have been pre- and represent the student voice and I’m Greg Sparling, played for Central in 1989
sented to the Board of College of Business, not afraid to call Linda out or President and has been here since. Sparling has seen
a couple ’Cat head changes since he’s
alumni, Department of Athletics, Admis- Gaudino.”
been here and says that the reaction to the
Schactler’s
response
was
that
things
sions, and informally to scores of other
current ’Cat head, when it was new, was
will
not
be
replaced
right
away.
When
people. However, Ross said that he has
an uproar.
something
needs
to
be
replaced
because
approached a couple of the same groups
All in all, Sparling said that it took some
including the Alumni, and said that they of wear and tear or regular upkeep, that’s
had not heard of any logo change until he when the replacement will have the option getting used to then, and that in time it will
of having the new ’Cat head and other grow on people.
brought it up.

The ASCWU-BOD election series is in
full swing after two candidate forums took
place at SAS and RHA this past week.
The candidates were each allotted one
minute to introduce themselves and explain why they would be the best candidate elected for a BOD position.
Each of the candidates along with Heidi Merz, Elections Coordinator, emphasized the importance of student involvement as the May 10 election date nears.
“We’re just really encouraging students
to vote,” Merz said. Students “are ultimately the decision makers who will be in
ofﬁce next year.”
There will be 12 candidates featured on
the ballot with one write-in candidate.
“If students don’t vote, then they won’t
have say in who will be advocating for you
next year,” Merz said.
A few weeks ago, current BOD president Steve Ross also touched on the importance of student involvement in voting.
“The only way we can do our jobs effectively is our involvement with the students,” Ross said.
Throughout the forums, all of the
candidates expressed interest in answering questions that students have about the
election or their views on particular topics.
There are seven positions open in the
upcoming election. According the ASCWU-BOD’s website and Merz, each position will hold the following activities:
The president is the primary source
to the administration while serving as
the voice of the students. The president
is also responsible for running all of the
ASCWU-BOD meetings. The presidential candidates are Travis Beck and K.J.
Stilling.
The executive vice-president will handle the budget for all of the ofﬁces within
the BOD and will sit in as the chair of Student Affairs. The executive V.P. will also
sit in as president if the acting president
is unable. The candidates are Clint Wylie
and Dustin Waddle-Ford.
The vice president for clubs and organizations ballot will feature candidates
Mary Orthmann and Andrew Williams.
The responsibilities include representing
and recognizing clubs on campus and requesting funds.
The vice president for academic affairs
position has one candidate on the ballot:
Jennifer Arledge. The position oversees
Student Academic Senate, handles any academic problems or concerns and serves
as an advocate for students.
The vice president of Equity and Community Affairs is responsible for maintaining a working relationship between
the Ellensburg community and Central
students. The candidate will also serve as
ESC chair. Brian Grimmer and write-in
candidate Thomas Garza are in the running for this position.
The V.P. for student life and facilities
will work to get students more involved in
activities on campus. The ballot features
Kelsey Furstenwerth and Markus Loftis.
The vice president for legislative affairs serves as chairperson for the Central
Washington Student Association. Those
running are Kristen Moon and Brianne
Wood.
“Each of the position(s) directly represent something that affects the students,”
Merz said. “It’s not just a title.”
The election debate will take place
May 9 in the SURC Pit at 5 p.m. Students
are encouraged to come and take part before the polls open at midnight.

“

“

“

“
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Students sweet and sour over SURC food
BY JOEY BRAKUS

Staff Reporter

Central Washington University has
the responsibility of feeding hundreds of
students every day. They offer a variety of
food for students to choose from, but not
everyone is satisfied.
“They have a wide variety of food, but
I get pretty sick of it really fast,” said Rachel Border, junior psychology.
With some students, it’s not what the
school serves, but the quality of the food.
“I wish the food was fresher,” said Will
McGuirk, junior psychology. “Some of it
is pretty bland.”
Staton Rohde, sophomore electrical
engineering, said the portion sizes can
be a little on the small side, especially the
chicken breasts.
While some students are disappointed
with the SURC food, some students find
the food to be on the better side.
“For college cafeteria food, it is more
on the decent side,” said Erica Pechi, junior business administration.
Casey Reed, senior mechanical engineer, said the food overall is not bad. Katie
McNamara, senior biology, said the food
is pretty good since students are technically eating out everyday.
“Holmes has something new everyday,
which is nice,” McNamara said.
Some students had suggestions to make
things better. Alicia Alvarado, junior cultural anthropology and religious studies, suggested that dining services offer
chopped grilled chicken at the Wrap &
Roll.

BONNIE DAVIDSON/observer

TOSSED A student prepares a salad in
the SURC Marketplace.

BONNIE DAVIDSON/observer

WAITING Students wait in line at Lion’s Rock Broiler. The food has improved
according to comment cards students fill out.

“I would love to be able to have chicken
in my wraps instead of turkey all of the
time,” Alvarado said.
The food that seems to be the least
liked by students is the Asian food at Pan
Asia. Several students expressed their distaste for its food.
“It seems like the Asian food is not very
fresh,” said Pechi. “It tastes like it is reheated.”

Beer program brews up success
BY Kayla Tippie

Staff Reporter

Central Washington University’s craft
brewing program has students talking
about their futures while brewing up a
batch. As part of Central’s craft brewing
program, enrolled students brewed their
fourth batch of beer on Thursday.
The Craft Beer Trade Certificate
consists of four courses offered consecutively from fall to spring, with the last two
courses offered simultaneously.
Logan Bell, senior biology, says that
he enjoys the program for the people and
the experience.
“It’s a really good class… everyone
in it is really cool, because they all want
to be here and they all have their own
unique things that they can add to the
class,” Bell said. “It’s just a really good
learning experience, and it’s fun.”
Steve Wagner, associate professor and
advisor for the craft beer program said
that since the program started about a
year and a half ago, it has proven quite
successful.
“We’ve had 11 students complete the
program, and nine of them have jobs at
breweries,” Wagner said. “We have one
student who works as a full-time brewer
at Mac and Jacks, another one full time at
Alpine, [and] two students work at Iron
Horse.”
The program also has students working at Yakima Craft, and Silver City
Brewery in Bremerton.
Some of the students are completing
the program to work towards owning
their own breweries.
Luke Reynolds, senior anthropology,
said that he enrolled in the program because he wanted to start brewing beer.
He brews at home about three times a
month now.
“I’d like to get a job in a brewery and

then get the working knowledge of the
industry,” Reynolds said. “And then ideally, open a brewery with some other investors.”
Andrew Rhome, senior English, said
that his mother used to make wine at
home when he was growing up.
“When I figured out how to make
beer, I realized my mom had all that
equipment…” Rhome said. “So, I just
went over and commandeered those and
picked up a book on how to brew, and
just went from there.”
Rhome said that he plans to open his
own brewery as well.
“The idea is to… come up with a nano-brewery,” Rhome said. “Something
small that will pay for itself, something we
can keep on the side, operate three, four
days a week maybe, and take off from
there really.”
The batch that the group made is
called “Farmhouse Saison”.
“Saison ales are typically made in the
spring,” Wagner explained. “What farms
would do is they’d have the workers come
in and help them out on the farm in the
spring, so they would use whatever was
left over from the winter and make a beer
for the workers.”
The group was brewing the beer in
what is called a pilot brewing system.
Wagner said that this system is usually
used by breweries to test out a beer recipe
before they create a large batch. The system produces approximately 10 gallons
of beer.
Wagner explained that there is a rising
popularity of craft beer in the Northwest.
“In the Northwest, we’re undergoing
this craft beer revolution,” said Wagner.
“…Washington has 135 different breweries, and Oregon has over 220 different
breweries, so the industry is just growing, which is why our students are getting
jobs.”

Rachel Border, junior psychology, said
that the food there never looks appealing.
McGuirk said that it looks like they
dump honey on chicken nuggets and call
it sweet and sour chicken.
The SURC dining services have made
some improvements on the food due to
students filling out comment cards.
“We take them very serious,” said April
Johnson, dining supervisor. “Students can

make a difference by filling them out. We
are always open to suggestions.”
Due to comment cards, students have
more vegan and gluten-free options along
with a more user-friendly salad bar. This
year students have also noticed the quality
of beef has improved.
Central buys their food from a variety
of buyers including Coca-Cola and Food
Services of America (FSA). Central buys
the best quality of food they can from each
company, according to Johnson.
At the end of each day, SURC dining
services has to throw out some of the food
that does not end up being used.
“I wish we could donate all of the
food we don’t end up using, but we have
health codes we have to follow,” said Carol
Secondi, dining supervisor.
The dining services try to limit their
waste as much as possible, according to
Secondi.

The show must not go on

Luna cancels future tours for financial reasons
BY SANTOS HERRERA

Staff Reporter

Luna was the last production of the
Central Washington University Theatre
Ensemble that was going to tour.
The cost of touring was getting to be
too expensive, and due to budget cuts in
education across the board, fewer schools
had the ability to pay for a play to go to
their school.
The Luna touring dates were cancelled.
“It’s not unheard of for shows to cancel or discontinue,” said Scott Robinson,
Chair of the Department of Theatre
Arts.
Although the sole purpose of a theatre
production is to entertain, every production has the potential for a darker, unseen
side of the story. Shows can cancel at a
moment’s notice for any reason. In Central’s case, the conduct of a performer
raised caution flags for the department.
“One performer breached department policy on what appeared to be
more than one occasion,” Robinson said.
These particular actions concerned
Robinson and he became concerned for
the performer’s health, especially when
it came to touring. Students who tour
usually have to wake up at about 4 or 5
a.m. and are on the road soon after. They
do not get home until about 8 or 9 that
night, but instead of going to bed, they
need to unload the vehicles and wash the
costumes. Then, they do it all over again
the following day.
Cancelation is a hard lesson for students involved in this production to learn,
but it is necessary.

Paul Bugallo, one of the Luna performers, stated that he was looking forward to
the experience of touring and performing for the kids, especially since the play
was written for the kids of the area.
“It’s unfortunate that it was cancelled,” Bugallo said. “I believe that I
handled it well and it’s time to move on
to what’s next.”
Furthermore, even though it’s not unheard of to have shows cancel, there is no
frequency in show cancellation that can
be measured.
For example, it has been 12 years
since a production at Central has been
canceled. According to theatre instructor
Jerry Dougherty, in the 25 years that he
has been involved with theatre, he had
never experienced a show cancellation.
However, in other cases, shows can be
cancelled before they even preview.
Spencer Clouse, the stage manager for
Luna, said that he was disappointed that
the show was cancelled because he had
been looking forward to it for over a year.
Clouse has worked seven productions as
a stage manager. Clouse also mentioned
that he had concerns about the performer and therefore went to a higher authority who could better handle the situation.
It’s safe to say that everyone in the Luna
production took a hard and unexpected
hit.
“Everyone handled the situation in
their own way,” Clouse said. “I am happy
and content that the cancellation happened for a good reason.”
Overall, it doesn’t matter if a production is the first of its kind or the last to
tour; if it needs to be cancelled for the
well being of everyone involved, it will.
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NODAC discusses organ donations
BY AUBREY ABBOTT

Staff Reporter

The Central Washington University
Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA) participated in National Organ Donor Awareness Competition (NODAC) on April 24.
Only one percent of organ donors are
eligible to donate an organ when they die.
This creates the rising concerns of organ
and tissue transplants throughout the
world.
The Rowan University PRSSA chapter created the competition in order to
increase awareness and understanding of
organ and tissue donation. The competition requires dedication, passion and effectiveness in order to spread knowledge
and educate college campuses nationwide.
The Central NODAC team competed
among other PRSSA chapters across the
country to create an effective campaign.
Kayse Dahl, captain of the NODAC
team, said that she joined this team because of her ongoing knowledge and passion for educating others to become aware
of organ donation.
“Organ donation is such an important
topic,” Dahl said. “I just wanted to get the
word out there and get people thinking.”
To implement awareness throughout
Central, the NODAC team had supplemental information in the SURC and
gave students the opportunity to sign up

CAITLIN CROMPE/OBSERVER

Q & A The National Organ Donor Association fields questions from students in the
SURC Pit on April 24.

and become an organ donor. The team
had a speaker series in the SURC Pit with
a varied panel of speakers.
Katherine Hall, from Swedish Medical
Hospital, informed the public about her
daily job as a transplant specialist, as well
as the importance of organ donation. She
showed pictures from patients who were
either a recipient or donor.
“Organ donation can be lifesaving,”
Hall said. “Thousands of people are added to the transplant list every day. That is
astounding!”
Rachel Houck, Life Center North-

west consultant, spoke about the different
programs available in her company. She
explained the different services and possibilities available for donors and families.
Many statistics showed how important organ donation is.
“The Northwest has the highest designated donors of licensed drivers,” Houck
said. “However, 18 people die every day
from waiting for an organ transplant in
the United States.”
Houck expressed that her job is to
provide information for families about
their options of organ transplants and

donations. She also describes what the
technicalities are about who can become
a donor.
“I think many people think anyone can
be a donor,” Houck said. “It is really important that people are educated about
organ donation.”
Brendon Gerrer, kidney recipient,
shared with the public his experience.
He explained that he received his kidney
when he was 16 years old from his mother.
“It is a wonderful thing you can do for
someone,” Gerrer said.
From a kid playing sports with his
friends, to a teenager hooked up to machines for dialysis, Gerrer fought through
his disease. After receiving his transplant,
Gerrer now has more energy to live his life.
His immune system is stronger. Although
Gerrer faces day-to-day challenges, he is
alive and living a persistent life.
Lori Ortin was the last panelist to
speak. She was a donor for a kidney recipient. Ortin states that she only donated her
kidney a few months ago and she is feeling
amazing both physically and mentally.
“There are a lot of tests involved in donating,” Ortin said. ”But it is worth it.”
The panelists all shared extremely important information with the public. The
speakers were able to educate students and
community members about the importance of organ donation.
“It is important to share your wishes
with your loved ones,” Houck said.

Not a Law and Justice major?

No problem!

Most summer Law and Justice classes are
open to all students, freshmen through
senior, in any major. This includes:
LAJ313 Intro to Criminal Law
LAJ350 Criminal Justice and the Media
LAJ401 Ethics, Diversity, and Conflict in Criminal Justice
LAJ403 Sexual Minorities in Law and Justice
LAJ420 Community and Social Justice
LAJ453 Domestic Violence Issues
LAJ70 Victimology

Register for LAJ for Summer 2012!
www.cwu.edu/law • www.facebook.com/CWULawAndJustice

sum
mer

2012
ewu

ewu.edu/summer

1.800.831.6114
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Euolgy of a
Droid
My phone is dying a slow and agonizing death.
I guess I can’t be too upset. It’s my fault,
really. I dropped it about a week ago when
I was leaving work.
As soon as it hit
the ground I could
tell I was in trouble.
It was one of those
drops where nothing
stops or slows down
your phone—it just
goes straight at the
ground.
Terminal velocWes Morrow
ity was achieved. It
Sports Editor
should have burned
up in orbit.
When my phone was falling it reminded me of that project they sometimes have
you do in middle school where you have
to design a safe housing for an egg before
they drop it from like 50 feet.
It’s worth noting that I failed that project. I haven’t come very far since sixth
grade.
I picked my phone up after I dropped it
and there were already lines of dead pixels
on the screen. I was hoping that would be
the worst of it.
That’s one of the problems with smart
phones, though. There are so many more
things that can go wrong.
Later that night, when I tried to read
something online, my phone’s Internet
just stopped working. It didn’t start working again until the next day, when I no
longer needed the thing I was looking for.
I’m fully aware of how stupid I sound
worrying about how my phone didn’t have
Internet for half a day.
I try to make myself feel better by telling myself I’m not really complaining,
but musing about the odd nature of my
phone’s slow death.
You all are like my therapist, only you
cost significantly less per hour and you
don’t encourage me to think about my repressed childhood.
But back to me, that’s where I like the
conversation. I’m like the sun of this conversational solar system.
This weekend I was supposed to get an
old phone from the west side. My friend
was going to bring it over. If she had, we
wouldn’t be having this conversation right
now. But she forgot it, so we are. Tough.
I don’t have any other phones, and
mine is still slowly decaying like Gilbert
Arenas’ career. My notification volume
just packed its bags and left. Not so much
as a goodbye.
Now my phone just vibrates, whether
I have my volume on or not. More and
more pixels are slowly dying. It’s like a
replicating virus.
Pretty soon my phone will be entirely
consumed. It has a strong will, but it can
only last so long.
I’m imagining the conversation that
would take place at the Verizon store. I’d
take my phone into the store and the employee would tell me to sit in the waiting
room. There would be dying phones and
their loved ones scattered about the room.
After 30 stressful minutes and three
cups of coffee, the employee would come
back into the room holding my phone and
say, “I’m sorry, sir. There’s nothing we can
do. Your phone has three weeks to live, at
most.”
Maybe I should just put it out of its
misery. That would be the right thing to
do, but sometimes the right thing to do is
just too hard.
We come into this world screaming
with potential and we leave in a box.
So it is with my phone. It proudly declared its existence a year and a half ago
with a loud “DROID.”
Now it prepares to meet its maker.

Peace, love and the Olympics
The games unite nations, promote civility

Countries are continually at odds with
each other. World peace is a long way off.
But every two
years, for two weeks
in either August or
February, the world
sets aside those differences to engage in a
different kind of war:
the Olympics. And
for those two weeks,
countries battle over
medals instead of
borders or religious
KATHARINE
LOTZE
differences.
Editor-in-Chief
This year, the
summer Olympics
will take place in London, England, and
more than 200 countries will send athletes
to Great Britain.
Rival NBA players will take to the court
on the same team to represent the U.S.
Athletes from warring nations will run
side-by-side on the track. Although they’ll
be competing with an Olympic title and

their own country in mind, they’ll also be
civil to their fellow athletes.
As a collegiate athlete myself, I understand that good sportsmanship isn’t always
easy, especially when you’re down and it’s
the last minute of the game, or it’s your
last lap and your competition is 100 meters ahead. Good sportsmanship, especially when all you want to do is scream
profanities either at yourself or your competitor, isn’t easy. Sometimes it takes every
last ounce of humility to conjure up, but
you do it so, at the very least, you aren’t
disqualified for “unsportsman-like conduct.”
But it can be done. It’s even possible to
become friends with competitors, for nonnefarious reasons. This year’s Olympic
athletes, like those who have gone before
them, will be setting aside more than the
winners and losers (though you can hardly
call an Olympic athlete a “loser”) when
the games and races have finished and it’s
time to ascend the podium.
Warring nations will shake hands, pat

backs and smile at each other. Countries
with conflicts that date back centuries will
cheer each other on from the stands in the
final moments of competition. Athletes
and spectators from around the world will
display something that isn’t seen enough
in daily life: unity.
The athletes competing in the games
represent more than just the nations emblazoned on their uniforms. They live
as neighbors, on the field and off, in the
Olympic complex. They don’t dispute the
boundaries of their rooms, and they don’t
argue over political or social differences.
These elite athletes are symbols of a civility and kindness that the nations they hail
from, including the U.S., seem to lack.
The Olympics are a tradition thousands of years old, but they are more than
the ultimate sporting event. They symbolize the good sportsmanship and unity that
are too often forgotten between wars and
political conflicts.
They represent the values that the
world should aspire to.

Reading for enjoyment a novel idea
Celebrate literacy with some good old-fashioned entertainment
Last quarter, I ran a poll with The
Pulse about what people read. I was
shocked when the
results revealed that
over a third of the
students I polled said
they don’t read at all.
I’m not just talking
about books, but also
magazines and other
reading
materials.
I’m still shocked by
it. I don’t expect the
student body to be
BRYAN EATON
reading classics like
Copy Editor
Moby Dick or Great
Expectations. I can’t even get through
Moby Dick. But I would expect that anyone seeking higher education would at
least read something.
That’s what is really bothering me.
Reading didn’t used to be a common skill.
A little over a hundred years ago, a large
chunk of the country couldn’t read at all.
It was a symbol of status and intelligence.
Now reading is treated like a chore. Growing up, most people I know went to the
library with their parents and spent an
afternoon reading at least once a week.
There were maybe one or two kids at the
public library back home last time I was
there.
It’s crazy that in an era where the vast
majority of U.S. citizens can read and
write, we value this ability so little. We live
in one of the most literate states in the U.S.

anyways. Why are we so insistent upon
looking at reading as something only for
nerds or geeks?
I admit I’m a bibliophile, but I have no
problem if you enjoy just reading Dr. Seuss or even Vogue. Now it seems that all
anyone wants to do is play video games,
browse YouTube videos or watch Jersey Shore. And if you enjoy doing those
things, it’s fine. I’ve played more hours of
Fallout: New Vegas and Skyrim in the last
month than I’ve read a book for relaxation. But we can’t let those be the only
form of entertainment in our lives.
There are all sorts of discussions currently about what to do about how to get
children outdoors and while that’s a great
goal, we also need to work on what our
kids do when they are inside. We need to
teach our kids to read books and encourage them to write or draw. This whole
issue wouldn’t be here if we only let our
kids spend an hour playing video games
or watching TV. Teaching them to enjoy reading is just as important as getting
them exercise.
Reading encourages imagination,
and imagination allows people to express
themselves in ways other than trying to
be rebellious or conform to the crowd. I’d
like to think that Central, with its large
amount of art and music students, is filled
with imaginative and original people.
So why is this happening? I know part
of it is this growing political movement to
label people with higher education as ‘elit-

ist.’ To prove that’s not true, I’ll point out
that this reporter giggles at the word ‘wiener.’ Being smart and showing that you’re
smart doesn’t make you elitist. Being arrogant and convinced you’re better than
everyone else makes you elitist. In the last
five years here I’ve seen that most of our
campus exhibits the former mindset, not
the latter.
I think the other part of it comes from
how much forced reading we endure when
in school. I’ll admit, half the time I don’t
read my textbooks. But I do enjoy reading a novel. They’re entirely different. A
novel is about having fun with reading
and maybe learning something through
that fun. A textbook is telling facts to the
reader and I’ve read maybe one of those
that were actually interesting. That’s because it’s meant to be a reference book in a
lot of ways. But don’t get the blues about
reading just because your homework involves reading. If you want proof, look at
the Internet. That’s still mostly text and
people are completely enthralled. I’ll admit reading Lord of the Rings might not
be as much fun as watching the movie or
posting some random comment on a forum thread, but it’s still enjoyable.
So to all the students of Central who
don’t read: I’m not asking you to read
Dickens or Homer But read something you
enjoy for the sake of enjoying it, whether
it’s a cheesy romance novel, a book about
football or something your parents used to
read to you at night.

Dear Editor,

on! Can’t we the students at least have a
say in the logo? Why didn’t they make it
a contest and let the students design and
vote for their favorites? I am not asking for
the school do something like this on every
little thing but it would be nice for us to
get a say in what will be on all our Central
gear. I mean, we are the ones who wear it
around.
I just recently graduated from Central
at the end of winter quarter with a teaching degree and although I am done at
Central for now, I still feel a connection to
the school. I just look forward to the day
a student walks into my class and we can
compare different Central logos.

Dear Readers,

While I am not trying to bash anyone’s hard work that they did...WHAT IS
WITH THE NEW LOGO! To me it just
seems strange. I think that it is safe to say
that we can agree that our old logo represented our mascot, Wellington, very well.
The new one just doesn’t have the same
feel. It seems bulky and it just reminds
me a cat head with a lizard frill around
its neck.
Now I am sure the new logo will grow
on people and soon the group of students
that know and loved the old logo will be
gone, but it just rubs me the wrong way
when they don’t ask for our opinion on
the subject. I mean I understand that the
school has decisions that they have to make
for the good of the university, but come

--Zach Turner
Graduated Winter of 2012
History/Social Studies Teaching

The Observer welcomes brief letters
of 300 words or less from readers on
current issues. Please include your
full name and university affiliation:
year and major, degree and year
graduated, or staff position and
department. To be printed in the
following week’s issue, please e-mail
your letters to cwuobserveropinion@
gmail.com by 5 p.m. Sunday. The
Observer reserves the right to reject
or edited for style and length. All
letters become property of The
Observer. Anonymous letters will not
be considered.
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Rock Against
Rape brings
awareness

Throughout the evening, there were
over 400 participants and about 14 interactive stations. Each station was put on
Artistic expressions collided for one by a different organization or club from
purpose on April 25: Take a stand against Central. The booths were set up to teach
rape and sexual violence. The fourth an- participants about sexual violence and to
nual “Rock Against Rape” was put on by promote civic engagement to prevent sexCentral Washington University’s Wellness ual crimes.
“It gets people actively talking about
Center in the SURC Ballroom. Not only
were there live bands playing, but an art sexual assault and rape as well as distributbattle also took place in the middle of the ing information,” Bowman said.
whole event. Painted images captured
Some of the organizations that parmany angles of interpretation.
ticipated were: Movimiento Estudiantil
One of the artists, Jonathan Garza, Chicano de Aztl‡n (MEChA), Center
freshmen studio art, was inspired by one for Diversity and Social Justice, Candleof his friends to paint what ended up be- light Club, Abuse Support and Prevening the winning piece. His painting de- tion Education Now (ASPEN), Violence
picted a body of a
Intervention and
person, with a head
Prevention (V.I.P),
made of a deejay
It gets people actively Equality through
table, and endand Allies
ing with what aptalking about sexual assault Queers
(EQuAl),
Resipeared to be some
and rape as well as distribut- dence Hall Assosort of monster
ciation (RHA) and
throwing up color
ing information.
Feminist Majority
while playing a gui-ALICE
BOWMAN
Leadership Assotar. Blood seemed
Peer health coordinator
ciation (FMLA).
to ooze from the
hands of the guiThere
were
tarist, making Garalso Central repza’s piece one of the more graphic in the resentatives of Planned Parenthood and
battle.
Peer to Peer legal consultations offered by
“You got to ﬁght back,” Garza said.
the Central Law and Justice Club.
He learned from a friend’s story that
Not all of the participants knew what
one way to deal with rape is to stand up Rock Against Rape was about, but after
and ﬁght against what is happening. Ryan being lured by incentives, they found that
Swain, junior graphic design, took a dif- it is important for people to know what
ferent approach with a painting that was
is going on and how they can change it.
meant to incite hope. Swain received third
place in the art battle and Angelica Orta Matt Nodine, senior exercise science, was
drawn by what the event had to offer but
got second place for her piece.
“I was trying to highlight power of ended up staying and participating.
“There was some guy with a microcommunity and healing,” Swain said.
There were ﬁve different bands that phone yelling, ‘hey, free food and prizes,’”
Nodine said. Other people came to enplayed. Some of
joy the music and
them hailed from
to dance. Luke
as far as Portland,
Ore., but most of
I was trying to highlight Weston, a Centhe bands were lograduate,
power of community and tral
cal and consisted of
came with two of
Central students.
healing.
his friends who
Ugly Couples, a
danced to the
duo that consists of
sounds of Black-RYAN SWAIN
female lead singer
burn, Weston’s faEmily
Salisbury
Junior graphic design
vorite band of the
and male guitarnight.
ist Simon Ballmes,
Rock Against
have played togethRape is an event that happens on many
er for about a year. They were both happy
to get a chance to perform at an event other college campuses, and proves successful at Central. Participants who comthat’s so well known.
“Rock Against Rape has always been pleted at least eight of the 14 stations received a T-shirt or a Rock Against Rape
really, really cool,” Salisbury said.
The best part about the event accord- glass.
Sean Sommerville, junior graphic deing to the group is it allows people to have
an outlet when dealing with a topic as se- sign, designed the T-shirts from scratch.
rious as rape. They feel it’s important for Overall, the shirt was meant to represent
people to utilize whatever their outlet is. one thing:
“The personal connection that people
The event has rocked Central’s campus
for four years and has gained a reputation get when they are at concerts,” Sommerville said. “Victims of rape or sexual vioas being large and inﬂuential.
“Each year, it kind of gets better,” Alice lence still have a voice and control over
Bowman, peer health coordinator, said.
their lives.”
BY JANYA SMITH

Staff Reporter

First place: Jonathan Garza

“

Third place: Ryan Swain

“

“

“

Second place: Angelica Orta

QUAN LAM/OBSERVER

ART BATTLE Winners art depicted on left at Rock Against Rape, April 25 in the
SURC Ballroom.

SCENE
Denim Day
makes a mark on
Central’s campus
BY BOBBIE BLACK

Staff Reporter

Sexually driven acts of violence towards women is a severe issue all over the
world. Every two minutes a woman in
the U.S. is sexually assaulted. History has
shown that convicting the attackers is not
always an easy task because the victim is
blamed and accused of ‘asking for it.’
One extreme case of victim neglect
happened over 10 years ago in Italy, when
a young girl was picked up by her driving
instructor and raped. The attacker was
convicted for his crime and sentenced to
jail. He appealed his sentence and the case
went to the Italian Supreme Court where
the case was overturned.
When asked why they let the rapist go
the Chief Justice said, “because the victim
wore very, very tight jeans, she had to help
him remove them, and by removing the
jeans it was no longer rape but consensual
sex.”
The decision of the court caused an uproar amongst the woman of Italy. Women
began wearing jeans to work in protest of
the unjust ruling. The news of this case
spread globally and wearing jeans in April
became an international symbol of protest of harmful attitudes about rape. The
ﬁrst ofﬁcial Denim Day in LA was in April
1999.
This year, in honor of Denim Day,
Tracey Hoover and her U.S. Feminists
Movements class partnered up with the
Wellness Center and their Rock against
Rape event to spread awareness about
Denim Day and further education about
the continuous battle against sexual violence towards women.
Before teaching at Central, Hoover
taught this class in California. Her students were inspired by the social and po-

The Observer • May 3 - 9, 2012
litical movements of women and wanted
to hold their own demonstration in order
to promote woman’s rights. The experience was so successful Hoover decided to
include some kind of demonstrations for
her classes every year.
This was Hoover’s ﬁrst year teaching
the class at Central and because nothing
had been done for Denim Day in the last
couple years, she jumped at the opportunity.
On April 25 the Rock against Rape
event took place in the SURC. The U.S.
Feminists Movements class was there
handing out buttons and information
sheets about Denim Day.
“We were very gratiﬁed by the response
from participants,” said Hoover.
The class had collected old denim beforehand and cut up into squares on which
people could write inspirational sayings or
quotes, which would be displayed for everyone to see.
Samantha LaPointe, junior social services, is one of Hoover’s students that was
there handing out ﬂyers.
“This is the ﬁrst time I have ever been
involved in an event here at CWU and I
thought it was an absolute blast. We had a
great turn out and received plenty of participation from everyone who attended,”
said LaPointe.
The ﬂyers being handed out gave a
number of statistics and information
about the history of Denim Day. Besides
spreading awareness, one of the main objectives was to make it possible for more
victims to reach out and ﬁnd help.
Lauren Bailie, junior law and justice, was one of the many students who
stopped by to check out the Denim Day
table and was shocked to learn the history
behind the event.
“It’s sad to think that someone would
have to live through something so horrible
and then not even be able to put her attacker away,” said Bailie.
The U.S. Feminists Movements class
was able to meet all their core objectives
by not only spreading the message about
violence against women, but also by educating students about the severity of the
issue.
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Benefit blesses children in need

Concert and silent auction at Raw Space
BY LAURA WALP

Staff Reporter

Raw Space was overﬂowing with people ready to donate during the third annual Deworm To Learn Beneﬁt Concert and
Silent Auction on April 27. The goal of
the night was to raise $5,000 by midnight
to help deworm 10,000 children.
Masha Brown, senior cultural anthropology and organizer, said she loves when
it all comes together.
“The greatest part is really seeing the
results and seeing the donations come up,”
she said. “Right now, the event hasn’t even
started and we almost have $900, so for
me that’s really exciting.”
This year Deworm To Learn included
a rafﬂe along with the beneﬁt concert and
silent auction. Guests could win $150
worth of tattooing from Third Eye, a
year’s worth of free food from Carl’s Jr.
and an ultimate date package including
a Utopia gift card, a Bleacher’s gift card,
a bouquet from William’s Florist and a
chauffeur.
“Local businesses are the ones that kind
of do make it happen because they are the
ones that give us all of these great prizes
to make the money with and to give the
incentive for people to come,” Brown said.
The beneﬁt concert was full of new and
different acts. The Brody Blackburn Band,
a local alternative rock group, started the
night. They were followed by performances from Orchesis Dance, Chad Blevins
Comedy, SkyPaperSid, Mike Champoux
and The DNU Deal.
By the end of the night, Brown had
managed to raise $1,645 and all the proceeds raised that night were given to Deworm the World, a non-proﬁt that helps
deworm children in developing nations.
According to Deworm the World’s
website, 600 million school-age children
are at risk of being infected with parasitic

SETH LONGBORG/OBSERVER

STRUM Brody Blackburn from The
Brody Blackburn Band performs at Raw
Space on April 27 for Deworm To Learn.

worms. These infections are “chronic and
widespread, harming children’s health
and development and limiting their participation in school. Regular treatment
can reduce school absenteeism by 25 percent and increase adult earnings by over
20 percent, and at a cost of less than 50
U.S. cents per child per year.”
“I think that this is a great event,” said
Emily Castro, sophomore family and consumer science. “Everyone has a chance to
make a difference, if they just take it upon
themselves to do so.”
Deworm to Learn was put on with the
help of the Civic Engagement Center and
was sponsored by the Anthropology Student Association.

For more information about
Deworm the World, visit
www.dewormtheworld.org.

Gumshoe Sam Spade’s shenanigans in McConnell
Central Theatre Ensemble blasts to the past

BY BEN NEWBY

Staff Reporter

A set of three vintage microphones lined
the stage of McConnell Auditorium. As
ﬁfties-style swing music emitted from the
piano at the base of the stage, actors from
the Central Theatre Ensemble sang, swung
and even ﬂipped across the stage. This was
all part of the pre-show “shenanigans” for
their most recent drama, “The Adventures
of Sam Spade.”
The vintage vibe at McConnell Auditorium was very ﬁtting for this radio drama,
set in post-World War II era. Each actor
accordingly donned a tucked in dress shirt
and fedora or shin-length ﬂowing dresses
and bright red lipstick.
The post-war era style of the play is exactly what brought Tyson Ward, freshman
undecided, to come and watch.
“I like theatre and I like war movies,”
Ward said.
The pre-show shenanigans continued as
four men stepped forward and harmonized
a rendition of “Goodbye My Coney Island
Baby,” as they all snapped their ﬁngers and
tapped their feet.
The entire cast stepped forward to sing
“Amber Waves of Grain,” during which
they pulled out tiny American ﬂags to wave
back and forth as they sang. One girl was
even hoisted up with a larger ﬂag to wave as
the word “America” was harmonized by all
to end the pre-show shenanigans.
The lights dimmed in McConnell Auditorium as the ﬁrst act was about to begin.

No additional props were brought to the
stage. Only a line of chairs, three vintage
microphones and an “On the Air” sign at
stage left. There was no need for elaborate, staging for this drama.
Through closed eyes,
the slight crackle
and fuzz of
the old microphones
made it feel
like a classic radio show
played.
The drama
was
centered
around a radio
show featuring a
story about detective Sam Spade.
Woven throughout
the story were commercials and music
one might commonly
hear on the radio in that
time.
Fast-talking gumshoe Sam
Spade is ﬁrst approached by Fritz
Crockett, who is also a detective,
seeking a partnership. Crockett is a bit
intrusive. He makes plans to re-arrange
certain things in Spades ofﬁce without
even having the job yet.
“No self respecting detective drinks
scotch,” Spade snaps at Crockett
when he suggests getting rid of
the bourbon.

But when Crockett ends up having a
case already lined up that pays $100, Spade
can’t help himself and he partners with the
young Crockett. The only catch
is their detective services are
required at a costume party.
Where much to Spade’s dislike, they have to don bunny
costumes under the names
“Flopsy” and “Mopsy.”
Constantly repeated,
which is partly why it
was so funny, the story
was frequently interrupted by an advertisement for “Wild
Root Cream Oil,
America’s Leading
Hair Tonic.” The
audience would
clap and laugh
every time the ad
began.
Hired by the
hostess of the party,
Mrs. Montague, Spade and
Crockett were supposed to
guard a safe that holds an expensive crown. However, crisis
soon strikes when the crown is
stolen and all that is left is an
empty safe and a bunny costume.
“The party not only had a
Flopsy and a Mopsy, but a thieving Cottontail,” Spade said, as
the ﬁrst act ended.

During intermission, staying in their
respective characters, some of the cast entered the auditorium and strolled the aisles
with baskets of candy for the audience,
while others continued to sing. Whether it
be pre-show shenanigans or intermission,
something was always happening during
this play.
The dimming of the house lights
hushed the audience as the ﬁnal act started.
The crown was still missing. By then, the
audience had learned the crown was from
France. Detective Spade followed a mysterious French woman to a location outside of
the party. By way of Spade’s excellent detective work, we ﬁnd that Mrs. Montague’s
husband, Horace, is the culprit behind the
thievery, using the French woman to cover
his tracks and steal the crown for him.
The play ends with a ﬁnal advertisement
for “Wild Root Cream Oil” as the crowd
applauded and laughed.
Isaiah Ragland, junior music education,
enjoyed the show.
“FX Wood singing duet with Jordan
Brown in the pre-show,” said Ragland of
his favorite part, referring to the song “Still
Get Jealous,” that they sang together.
Filled with constant comedy, the crowd
howled and applauded along with “The
Adventures of Sam Spade” cast. Although
the play itself was a look at the past, the talents of the Central Theatre Ensemble will
hopefully bring a promising future.
PHOTO COURTESY OF
HTTP://WWW.RADIOMICROPHONE.ORG
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Tale as old as time

‘Beauty and the Beast’dances to the stage
ill and tells her to go to him. He releases
her, but asks her to come back for him.
Staff Reporter
She agrees and goes to care for her father.
The Morgan Performing Arts Center
Beauty nurses her father back to health,
was ﬁlled with an all-ages audience on but doesn’t realize how much time has
Friday April 27. The night marked the passed. She discovers that Beast is dying
opening performance for Central Wash- of a broken heart and rushes back to him.
ington Dance Ensemble’s narrated ballet
She whispers to him, “I love you,” and
of “Beauty and the Beast.” But this was all of a sudden he turns into a handsome
no spin-off of the Disney ﬁlm most people prince, revealing that a witch had cursed
know and love.
him long ago. The story ends with the joyAccording to Jane Venezia, the artistic ous wedding of the two.
director of the Ensemble, the production
The Central Washington Dance Enis “closer to the original fairy tale.”
semble is located at the Stage Door Dance
This ballet told the story of Beauty, Studio in downtown Ellensburg. The Enher two unpleasant sisters and her caring semble is comprised of dancers of all ages,
father. After losing the family business to including six Central students. According
an unexpected ﬁre, Beauty and her father to Venezia, the Ensemble had been retravel to the Enchanted Forest to look for hearsing since January to prepare for the
a secret treasure
show, two nights a
chest. Once there,
week.
they come across
The Ensemble
We just want more decided
magical fairies who
to perform
people to see a real ballet this show for a few
help them in their
quest. Soon after
reasons.
Venezia
and become inspired by it.
discovering
the
created this adaptatreasure chest, a
tion as well as many
-JANE VENEZIA
cursed Beast enters
other adaptations
the forest and takes
in the past such as
Artistic director
Beauty for his own.
“Sleeping Beauty.”
Like the Disney
Venezia
decided
movie, Beauty hates Beast at ﬁrst, but that “Beauty and the Beast” would have
grows to care for him. However, instead of a mass appeal and hopefully bring in a
dancing furniture brought to life, Beauty larger audience, and it did.
has animals to talk to and play with, in“We just want more people to see a real
cluding mice, birds and cats. Eventually, ballet and become inspired by it,” Venezia
Beast tells Beauty that her father has fallen said.
BY LIZZY WHEELER

“

CARLEN SCARLETT/OBSERVER

REUNITED Krista Behling and Dima Pogrebniak who play Beauty and the Beast
perform the wedding scene during a dress rehearsal at Morgan Middle School.

The auditorium ﬁlled up with families,
kids, supporters and students eager to see
the production. SJ Kay, freshman business, said the production caught her eye
when she saw a ﬂyer for it on campus.
“I’m actually a Disney fanatic,” Kay
said. “I expected the ballet to be similar
to the ﬁlm.”
She was surprised how different this
traditional tale was, but nevertheless enjoyed this adaptation as well.
“This adaptation was more grown-up
than Disney’s,” said Alyssa Duban, freshman elementary education.
Duban’s favorite part of the show was
when the old witch put the curse on the
prince. Kay and Duban also noted that

“

Music of Remembrance inspires
Staff Reporter

History is not just written in textbooks. It can be displayed in many
forms and Seattle’s world-class Music of Remembrance ensemble portrayed the history of the Holocaust
through music.
Performing the works of various
artists imprisoned in concentration
camps during World War II, this
year’s program, “Far is My Home,”
enlightened the audience on a side
of the Holocaust not commonly seen
at Central Washington University on
April 23.
Mina Miller, founder and artistic
director of Music of Remembrance,
gave an introduction to the audience
about the importance of historical
events and how the world can learn
from them.
“Music of Remembrance makes
clear the Holocaust’s signiﬁcance for
all of humanity,” Miller said.
Miller gave a brief background of
the Holocaust and the importance of
the organization that all aspects of
history, including music, are remembered. Different musical instruments
such as the violin, cello and piano
were used throughout the performance. Miller hopes the music made
a statement about humanity.
The pieces featured in the performances were mostly composed in
Terezin, a ghetto where Jews and other individuals passed through on their
way to death camps. The music did
not cease in Terezin, and the audience sat riveted listening to the works

composed by those who would not
make it out of concentration camps
alive.
The event consisted of works by
various artists such as Gideon Klein,
a composer who died in the Furstengrube camp in 1945. Klein passed
through Terezin in 1943 and continued his musical work. According
to Miller, Klein ensured that his music would survive the concentration
camps even if he did not by entrusting
his sister with his pieces if she were to
make it out alive.

“

Music is a part of history.
We should not only ready about
it in history books, but immerse
yourself in the performance.

“

BY CHLOE RAMBERG

-SARA RODRIQUEZ
Senior Spanish

“It is a miracle that this music survived the Holocaust,” Miller said.
Every artist who composed a piece
during the war died in various death
camps. The individuals were members of the artistic community and
continued to play their music through
times of ultimate struggle.
Terezin Cabaret Music was also
featured at the event. These pieces
were interesting because they mocked
the camp authority with wit and satire.
The various works were performed by
Erich Parce, baritone with Music of
Remembrance, who brought to life

the songs that instilled bravery within
the concentration camps.
“Words were used to instill hope in
the people,” Parce said.
Parce found the event to be extremely important, as he had a grandfather and a grandmother who lost
three brothers in the Holocaust.
Many of the musical numbers,
including “Carousel” and “Zitra”
(which means tomorrow), displayed
the bravery by those performing the
artistic pieces and those willing to
listen. The cabaret was easy to assemble and perform during a time of
great depression and seemed to be the
highlight of the evening.
Various members in the audience,
including Jonathon Millie, junior recreation management, found the cabaret to be humorous and light-hearted.
“The most entertaining portion
of the night was, without a doubt the
baritone voice of Erich Parce,” Millie
said. “His powerful voice brought out
the true mood of the evening.”
The audience was riveted by the
powerful meaning behind the cabaret songs, and it gave a certain feel for
how the community members of Terezin reacted. A different perspective
was gained about the horriﬁc events
of the Holocaust.
Sara Rodriquez, senior Spanish, felt
empowered by the bravery of the musicians who continued their music in
times of great horror, to share with the
rest of the world.
“The music is a part of history,” Rodriquez said. “We should not only read
about it in the history books, but immerse yourself in the performances.”

the costumes were colorful and beautiful.
“They made me want to be a ballerina
for Halloween,” Kay said.
After the show, kids and other audience
members were able to approach the stage
to take pictures with their favorite characters and get autographs.
Eventually, the Central Washington
Dance Ensemble wants to be able to perform on a wider base throughout all of
Central Washington.
Venezia said that she wants people to
get the chance to see ballet; in a smaller
town like Ellensburg, people can’t see ballet that often. The Central Washington
Dance Ensemble strives to have high quality on a professional level.

T H E
S C O O p
May 3

May 4

NAT/GEO
PHOTOJOURNALIST
ALISON WRIGHT
SURC THEATRE
7 P.M.
FREE

CWU DATE AUCTION

may 4

may 4

SO YOU THINK YOU

FREE

FIRST FRIDAY
ARTWALK
DOWNTOWN
ELLENSBURG
5 TO 7 P.M.
FREE

may 5

may 5

CAN DANCE?
SURC BALLROOM
8 P.M.

MOMʼS TEA PARTY
HAL HOLMES CENTER
1 P.M.
$5

may 7
ETIQUETTE DINNER
TUNSTALL COMMONS
5:30 P.M. TO 8 P.M.
ADVANCED REGISTRATION REQUIRED
$20 STUDENTS
$30 FACULTY/STAFF

CWU THEATRE
7 P.M.
FREE TO PUBLIC
$3 TO PARTICIPATE

“MY STORY” WITH
ZABRINA JENKINS
SURC 137B
2 TO 3 P.M.
FREE

may 8
BITE OF INSIGHT
SURC 301
3 TO 4 P.M.
FREE
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BY RACHEL CHURCHILL

Staff Reporter

The Central Washington Recycle Club
has been taking donations and buying back
TOMS shoes starting this past Tuesday,
May 1. Half of the shoes will be used for
the Recycle Club’s reinvent project and the
other half will go to the charity organization Soles4Souls.
The Recycle Club will take all TOMS in
any condition. With millions of shoes being
sold worldwide, they encourage students
to donate their well-loved TOMS to help
others in need. The Recycle Club will be
meeting up with students and community
members through May and June to collect
used TOMS. All donations of used TOMS
to the club will be very appreciated.
TOMS Shoes is committed to creating
the largest impact possible with the shoes
people give and improving children’s health
access and education for a better tomorrow.
TOMS’ Giving Partners work hard to deliver the used shoes, and when shoes are
purchased, it enables TOMS to give to a
child in need.
TOMS works with other organiza-

Recycle TOMS for a cause

DANNY SCHMIDT/OBSERVER

REUSE The Central Washington Recycle Club will be collecting TOMS in the SURC
starting May 1.

Soles4Souls is another charity organization that distributes shoes to kids or teens
who have none. The organization has a
simple concept: they procure shoes and get
them to those in need. Soles4Souls’ other
two divisions, Clothes4Souls and Hope4Souls, provide the same relief and support
through clothing and other necessities.
“I would be invested in giving back for a
cause and for cash because my TOMS are
getting pretty old anyway,” said Jamie Terrile, junior public relations.
Central hopes many students will donate or sell their used TOMS to give children around America the opportunity for
success. By donating, participants will give
a child in need a better education and a better tomorrow, in addition to a pair of shoes.
The Recycle Club will have a table set
up in the SURC May 1 through June. They
encourage participants to donate what they
can to help this organization.

tions to determine the sizes and quantities
needed for the children they serve all over
the world. Together, they ﬁnd communities
that will beneﬁt most from TOMS shoes
according to economic, health and educa-

tional needs, and where local businesses will
not be negatively affected. TOMS has given to communities in more than 20 countries worldwide, and are still expanding to
this day.

For more information please
contact
TOMS@hotmail.com.

petting zoo on campus, but according to
Schlesinger, the simplicity and positive outcome of giving back made the idea for a
stuffed petting zoo much more engaging.
“All the animals are going to children in
need and so it’s going to be from Central
students,” Schlesinger said.
Scott Drummond, director of Campus Activities, said he knows from a family
BY JEANETTE GENSON
member’s personal experience that these
Staff Reporter
animals do make a difference for a child in
a hospital.
Anyone walking into the eastside of the
“My own daughter went through that
SURC on April 25 had the opportunity to years ago,” Drummond said.
see cats, dogs and other wild animals—not
He said his daughter broke her arm and
real, but stuffed—as part of Central Wash- had to be taken to the emergency room.
ington University’s Campus Life Stuffed
“She had plenty of folks around her and
Animal Petting Zoo charity event.
all that, but just as a little comfort they gave
“We do it this way because hospitals re- her a little stuffed bear,” Drummond said.
quire new stuffed animals and we want to
The stuffed animal that was provided to
make sure they are
his injured daughter
clean and safe for the
18 years ago is still
It’s one of those things with her to this day.
kids,” said Maddie
Schlesinger, junior where it actually brought a
“It’s one of those
ﬁlm and video studthings where it actulittle
bit
of
comfort,
just
someies.
ally brought a little
Schlesinger is the thing to hug and hold onto.
bit of comfort, just
lead coordinator for
something to hug
-SCOTT DRUMMOND
this event and is emand hold onto,”
Director of Campus Activities
ployed at the CamDrummond said.
pus Activities ofﬁce.
The animals don’t
Throughout the ofﬁce, approximately have a decided destination yet.
30 stuffed animals were purchased in the
“We’ve been talking to Kittitas [KVCH]
hopes that students would sponsor the crit- but said they already get so many that
ters that will soon be donated to a hospi- we should kinda look around a little bit,”
tal for children who are in need of a furry Schlesinger said.
companion.
According to Drummond, whether the
The original plan was to have a real animals go to Children’s Hospital in Seattle

or a senior housing center in Ellensburg,
someone in need of a friend will receive a
touching gift.
Chris Blesie, sophomore aviation, was a
potential sponsor at the event. He said he
thinks it’s a good event and that charities
are important.
“There are a lot of needy kids, and this
can brighten their day,” Blesie said.
At the end of the event, half of the
animals had sponsors and students had donated $80.
“I’m happy that we got half of them

sponsored and it was good,” Schlesinger
said. “It was nice to see students donating
and keeping charity in mind.”
The time to donate and sponsor a pet
has not passed for students who still want
to participate in this cause. The stuffed animals that have not yet been sponsored are
available in Campus Activities ofﬁce upstairs in SURC 263. Campus Activities is
asking for a minimum donation of $3, and
students can attach a small note with their
name and a few words of encouragement
for whoever receives the animal.

Stuffed lions,
tigers and
bears oh my!

“

“

help yourself.
help the world.
M.A. in Social &
Sustainable Management
An innovative 11-month
graduate business degree for the
non-business major.
It’s here...an accessible business degree
for non-business majors who want to
diversify their skill sets, increase their
marketability, and bring hope to our
world.
• Explore a Christian understanding of
ethical and sustainable business practices
that respect both people and the planet
• Develop relevant, real-world skills
in accounting, finance, economics,
marketing, and management
• Train and work beside a select group
of intelligent, like-minded students in
a hands-on educational model
• Study abroad in some of the world’s
fastest growing emerging markets
(e.g. China, India)
• Intern with Seattle’s top businesses and
network with key professionals
• Earn a master’s degree in just 11 months

Apply today: spu.edu/massm

What Can You Do
In 15 Minutes?
CALLING ALL FRESHMAN AND SENIORS,
Take the Survey, Make A Difference,
W n $100 GIFT CARD f r o m t h e W l d c a t S h o p !

The National Survey
Of Student Engagement
CWU wants to improve student’s educational
experience, and you can help by completing the survey.

Look for an e-mail from NSSE this week!

“ “ “
” ” ”
"I took the NSSE
because I am not happy with
many of the decisions the
administration and Board of
Trustees have dictated to
students without asking for
input. I felt that the NSSE
was the only option left to
voice my opinion as a
student at CWU."
-Mike Merz
ASCWU-BOD Vice

President of Legislative Affairs

"I am excited to participate
in the future of the
university by sharing my
experiences and taking the
NSSE.

Central is giving away $100
Gift cards to the Wildcat Shop.
Sharing my CWU experience
and getting a chance to win a
prize? Count me in."
-Steve Ross
ASCWU-BOD
President

"By sharing my thoughts
and opinions, I get to make
Central a better place.
Future students at Central
will have you to thank for
their Influential
experience."
-Allyson Mundy
ASCWU-BOD
Vice President of
Academic Affairs

Participate in the survey and be entered in a raffle for one of five
$100 Gift Cards from The WildCat Shop!

Sponsored by the CWU
Institutional Research Department.
Questions?
Contact Amy Zukowki; zukowka@cwu.edu
Or Aubrey Abbot; abbotta@cwu.edu
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Track and field storms Saint Martin’s
BY CHACE DAV Y

Staff Reporter

On Saturday a group of Central track
athletes traveled to Lacey to compete in
the Saint Martin’s Invitational. The team
performed well at the meet, with several
athletes taking ﬁrst in their events.
The men’s 4x100-meter relay took ﬁrst
with a time of 42.80 seconds despite senior
Bryan Mack and junior Kincaid Nichols
having some trouble on the ﬁrst handoff.
Nichols “had to completely stop before I
handed him the baton,” Mack said. “I think
if we can get that taken care of, we’ll be right
up there leading the conference.”
Both Mack and Nichols have suffered
recent injuries which have prevented them
from competing to their best ability this
season. Nichols had surgery to repair a
torn meniscus last year, which has affected
his ability to compete this year.
“[My times] aren’t what I want them to
be, but we’re working to get them there,”
Nichols said.
Mack strained his hamstring at the
Oregon Preview while running in the
100-meter dash, which put him out for a
month.
“I haven’t really had time to get back
into it until my third outdoor meet, even

though it’s over in two weeks,” Mack said.
“I’m hoping these next two weeks [the season] goes a little better.”
Mack placed ﬁrst in the triple jump on
Saturday with a jump of 14.06 meters (46
feet, 1.5 inches).
“It’s an okay mark; I’ve done better in
practice,” Mack said.
Mack still isn’t hitting full speed jumps
yet, which is something that he is going to
work on in practice this week. He wants to
be able to triple jump 49 feet by the time
conferences rolls around in two weeks,
which he feels he will be able to do because his injury is completely healed up.
“I can race and I can jump without
feeling any pain,” Mack said.
It’s deﬁnitely a challenge for Mack to
compete as well as he possibly can because
of his time spent away from training.
“You use the whole season to train
for your event, and then you peak at the
end of the season,” Mack said. “You tone
down all the weightlifting and the training
toward the end of the season so you’re super fresh at the end of the season.”
Other notable marks at the events include senior Kati Davis placing second
in pole vault with a height of 11 feet, 6.5
inches, sophomore Lewis Meyers tying for
ﬁrst in the high jump with a height of 6

KATHARINE LOTZE/OBSERVER

HANDOFF (Above) Bryan Mack passes the baton to teammate Kincaid Nichols
during the men’s 4x100 meter relay at the
Saint Martin’s Invitational last Saturday.
(Right) Freshman Will Hallberg improved
his season best in the men’s long jump to
place second in the event.

feet, 4.25 inches, junior Scott Morrison
placing second in the 400-meter dash with
a time of 49.34 seconds, and Junior Katharine Lotze ﬁnishing ﬁrst in triple jump
with 11.65 meters (38 feet, 3 inches).
Mack is conﬁdent in his, and his teams,
ability to perform well at the conference
championship, which is being held at
Western Oregon University on May 11
and 12.

Wildcats gain edge after multi-events
big in any one event, but he’s really solid
across the board.”
In Caryl’s ﬁrst event of the day, the
In 2006, the Wildcat men’s track and 100-meter dash, he broke his personal reﬁeld team won the Great Northwest Ath- cord by just under a half of a second, and
letic Conference (GNAC) outdoor title – ﬁnished ﬁrst. By the end of the ﬁrst day
their ﬁrst ever in school history. A week Caryl led the ﬁeld, but didn’t perform as
prior to the championships however, the well as he hoped in the last event of the
team got a well needed boost from their day, the 400-meter dash.
decathlon team which placed four athletes
“The ﬁrst day, the 400 hurt me quite
in the top ﬁve in the GNAC Track and a bit,” Caryl said. “It’s kind of one of the
Field Multi-Event Championships. This things you have to deal with in the decathallowed the Wildcats to enter with team lon. There’s ups and downs; you just got to
points already accumulated that later con- keep rolling with it.”
tributed to the outdoor team title race.
Caryl managed to stay consistent
This year, history may repeat itself, as throughout the second day, which led to
the Wildcat men’s
his eventual third
team had ﬁve athplace ﬁnish.
letes ﬁnish in the
Juniors
BranThe
first
day
of
the
400
top eight in the dedon Roddewig and
cathlon at the 2012 hurt me quite a bit. It’s kind Manny Melo ﬁnGNAC Multi-Event of one of the things you have ished in fourth and
Championships,
fth place with a
to deal with in the decathlon. ﬁtotal
which were contested
of 6,118 points
Monday and Tues- There’s ups and downs, you and 6,098 points,
day at Tomlinson just got to keep rolling with respectively. Junior
Stadium. The WildAndrew Venema ﬁncats will enter the it.
ished seventh with
outdoor champion5,701 points and
-Jason Caryl
ships with a 7.5 point
senior Colin AlexSenior multi-events
advantage over other
ander ﬁnished close
GNAC teams, giving
behind in eighth
them a chance to runaway with the title. place with 5,679 points.
The Wildcats also beat out the overall
In the women’s heptathlon, freshman
outdoor championships favorite Western Tayler Fettig ﬁnished with the highest
Oregon in the decathlon, which according point total for the Wildcats, with 4217
to head coach Kevin Adkisson, is huge for points and a fourth place ﬁnish. Her mark
competing for the conference title.
in the high jump was the highlight of her
“To have such a big lead on [Western performance, when she cleared 1.71 meOregon] especially is a big win,” Adkisson ters (5 feet, 7.25 inches) in the high jump.
said. “It looks like their going into it with
“On the women’s side, really pleased
half a point. To go in 7.5 points ahead with Tayler [Fettig], to get fourth as a
of them, that’s a huge cushion that could freshman,” Adkisson said. “It gives her a
be the deciding factor when we get down
lot of potential for the future both as somethere. Pretty pleased overall.”
one who could potentially beat our school
Senior Jason Caryl led Central by ﬁnishing third place in the men’s ﬁnal stand- record down the road, continue placing
ings with 6,412 in the 10-event decathlon. high, maybe even have a chance for naCaryl’s mark ranks him 20th in the cur- tionals in that event if she really takes off
rent NCAA Division-II national stand- in it, besides the fact that she could be goings, after he met the national provisional ing to nationals in the high jump with the
mark she put up yesterday.”
qualifying standard.
The outdoor team for the Wildcats will
“Jason Caryl, as a senior, this is one he’s
been working towards,” Adkisson said. compete in the GNAC Outdoor Cham“He’s one of those guys that’s more solid pionships on May 11-12, held in Monin everything and doesn’t stand out really mouth, Ore.
BY EVAN THOMPSON

Senior Reporter

“

KATHARINE LOTZE/OBSERVER

HOPS Freshman Taylor Fettig leaps over the bar during the high jump. Fettig finished fourth in the heptahlon.

Silverthorn Law Office
Shane M. Silverthorn
Attorney at Law

(509)607-6625
Experienced Professional Aggressive

Charged with a Crime? Protect Yourself Now

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION TODAY
Student Discounts Military Discounts Payment Plans
DUI Traffic Crimes Traffic Infractions Drug Crimes Felony Crimes
MIP Criminal Records Vacated & Expunged Rights Restored
14 Years of Experience
Defending People Accused of Crimes in State and Federal Court
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Hoop Dreams

SPORTS

Editor//Weston Morrow

Local talent gets drafted to
the WNBA’s Minnesota Lynx

into Gonzaga, especially after that ﬁrst
workout, I was like, “I’m not the person
or basketball player that everyone thinks
The opportunity to seize the biggest I am.’” Standish said. “I went from playmoments in your life may come and go ing every minute in high school to sitting
without any recollection of it. These mo- on the bench my freshman year, that was
ments may be a path to greatness; how- probably the biggest struggle.”
ever, if these moments pass they may be
Standish may not have been used to
the greatest misses.
her roll on the Gonzaga Bulldog squad but
Kayla Standish was fortunate to choose she was a vital part of the success for the
all the right trails in order to put herself program. As Standish continued to grow,
in position to become one of the greatest the ‘Zags continued to grow as a team.
female athletes ever to come out of El- While she was in the program they made
lensburg. In order to become a Division I the NCAA tournament all four years, inathlete you must be exceptional; the best cluding two Sweet 16 appearances as well
player on the team, the best player in the as an Elite Eight berth her junior season.
league, and usually one of the best players Standish was named all-West Coast Conin the state. Adding to the difﬁculty meter ference in her junior and senior seasons.
is coming out of a small high school where
After getting beat in the NCAA tournathe only activities the town is known for ment this season, Standish had her eyes on
are the rodeo and college parties.
her dream: the WNBA. She attended the
Standish was able to go against all odds; Final Four and was expecting to meet and
not settling for her ﬁrst option, or even her talk to coaches about her position in the
second, she landed in a location she never draft, but that never happened. She was
thought she would be.
unable to talk to any coaches or managers,
“Gonzaga deﬁso she was entering
nitely was not one
the draft unsure of
of my top choices
what was to come.
ﬁguring out where
teams usually
The WNBA is just a whole Most
I want to go.”
contact the players
new level; Gonzaga has al- they are interested
Standish
said.
“They were one of
ways played at such a fast in before the draft
the ﬁrst schools that
they have an
pace but it’s going to be so
sent me a letter and
idea of when they
even faster and the girls are will be selected, but
I remember looking
at it and being like
going to be even bigger so Standish’s trip to
Gonzaga? There is
was all
just physically getting bigger Connecticut
no way I could go
a surprise.
and stronger is what I’ll have
there, like who goes
Standish
was
to Gonzaga?”
very
anxious
for
the
to do.
In order to be
draft, but trying to
recognized at such
relax and stay seat-Kayla Standish
a small school one
ed when dreams
WNBA Player
must ﬁll the box
may become reality
score night in and
is a tough task.
night out. Standish
“My dad was
was able to do just that. Her accomplish- kind of complaining about that and I had
ments at Ellensburg High School made to remind him we were at the WNBA draft
her the talk of the town. She wasn’t just so it was kind of expected,” Standish said.
a four-year all-state basketball player who “I was excited. I wanted to get up and
led the Bulldogs to three state trophies, walk around but we couldn’t. It was very
named 2A tournament MVP in 2007, and exciting just an experience that I never
accumulated a total of 2,076 points. She thought I would be a part of.”
was an all around athlete. Standish was
In the second round of the 2012
considered one of the best volleyball play- WNBA draft, the 19th pick overall, the
ers in the state and placed in the top four Minnesota Lynx made Kayla Standish’s
each year at the state track meet in the dreams come true. This marks history for
triple jump and 100-meter high hurdles.
Gonzaga and Ellensburg High School.
Her work ethic is extraordinary. No Gonzaga is one of three universities to
matter what her job is she’ll do it; she does have four girls drafted into the WNBA in
the dirty work, handles her business, and the past three years. Standish is the ﬁrst
continues to get better every single game.
Ellensburg High School graduate drafted
“Kayla has all of the physical tools to into the league.
be one of the greatest players I’ve had the
That might seem impressive, but imagprivilege of coaching and to have ever ine this. There are 349 Division I schools
played at Gonzaga,” said Gonzaga Head in the United States.
Coach Kelly Graves. “With her skill set,
If each university had three graduatshe can play any of four positions on the ing seniors there would be 1,047 eligible
court.”
for the draft. There are only 36 players
Each year, Standish has developed that get drafted in the WNBA draft, and
into a better player and ﬂourished on the Standish was picked 19th overall. It just
court. Going to Gonzaga as a freshman shows how much hard work Standish has
might have been the biggest obstacle she put in to become the player she is today,
had to overcome.
but she must keep pushing herself to com“My ﬁrst workout I was walking back pete at the next level.
to my dorm and just thinking, ‘holy cow,
“The WNBA is just a whole new level,
I’m not cut out for this.’ It was so hard that Gonzaga has always played at such a fast
I didn’t think I would be capable of doing pace but its going to be even faster and the
it,” Standish said.
girls are going to be even bigger so just
Her conﬁdence level seemed to de- physically getting bigger and stronger is
crease as well.
what I’ll have to do,” Standish said.
“I was always getting awards and stuff
Not only does she have to deal with
throughout high school and then going the bigger, faster, and stronger opponents,

BY KEATON MCATEE

Staff Reporter

“

“

PHOTO COURTESY OF KAYLA STANDISH

SHARPSHOOTER Kayla Standish pulls up for a jump shot against the University
of Miami Hurricanes while playing for the Gonzaga Bulldogs.

she has to make the team. The Minnesota
Lynx won the 2011 WNBA title, and only
has minimal roster space. Standish is going
into camp ready to do whatever it takes to
make sure she doesn’t regret her time.
“I just personally want to give it everything I’ve got, cause if I don’t make the
team I will never get this experience; I will
never get to try out for the WNBA again,”
Standish said. “I will feel like I’ll be a
freshman in college again kind of doing
all the dirty work, just staying late and going in early. Just constantly working hard
because you could be cut at any time; they
can send you packing at any moment.”
In the end, Standish will never forget
her roots and all the support the town of
Ellensburg has given her. Standish has
always looked up to her sister who was
diagnosed with diabetes as a young teenager. Her struggles through that have inﬂuenced Standish to pursue her dreams.
In the past couple years Standish has
been receiving calls, e-mails, and Facebook messages from people she didn’t
even know were aware she played basketball anymore.

“It’s been phenomenal. I’m lucky to
come from such a small community; everyone knows each other which wasn’t always a good thing but it is for athletics,”
Standish said. “I’ve had tons of support;
there is always people coming over for the
games.”
Standish left Sunday to join her new
team in Minnesota and begin her new career. Her ﬁrst action will be Thurs., May
10 in a pre-season game. Standish wants
to continue playing basketball as long as it
makes her happy.
“Once I’m not happy playing basketball than I’ll stop and hopefully get married and have kids. I want to go back and
get my teaching degree and teach special
education,” she said.

The Minnesota Lynx kick
off their season against the
Phoenix Mercury May 20
11:30 a.m. on ABC.
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Senior send-off: softball splits to end season
BY EVAN THOMPSON

Senior Reporter

TAYLOR VALLEE/OBSERVER

DIGGING (Above) Freshman outfielder Katie Focher tries to beat the throw at first
base against Northwest Nazarene. Central lost the first game 9-6 before winning the
second game 4-2. (Bottom right) Freshman pitcher/infielder Heidy Wells delivers a
pitch during the first game against Northwest Nazarene. The Wildcats split the weekend series against the Crusaders.

loaded single brought the two runs in. In to make the score 4-2.
the bottom of the same inning, Thomas
“Carrina always steps up, she’s a power
got on base, then later scored from an RBI hitter for sure,” Carter said. “She has the
double by Carter, making the score 2-1 in highest slugging percentage, she always
favor of the Cruwants to hit the
saders.
ball.”
The score reGau started out
It’s sad, because those shaky,
mained the same
but then
seniors are like my family, settled down into
for a gripping ﬁve
more innings, ungroove by not
and I grew up with them and aallowing
til during the sixth
another
some are from my hometown. run the rest of the
inning when the
Wildcats began a
game, which al-ELENA CARTER
rally of runs. Cartlowed the Wildcats
Junior catcher
er started off the
to hold on for the
bottom of the sixth
victory.
inning by blasting a
“Well, the ﬁrst
shot to right ﬁeld for a home run, which two innings were kind of rough, but we
was her second of the series, bringing the picked it up,” Wagner said. “We should’ve
score to 2-2. Following Carter’s home run, deﬁnitely won [both games] but we came
freshman pitcher/inﬁelder Heidy Wells back and that’s what matters, and ended it
got on base with a single to the left side. really well.”
Then in the ﬁnal home at-bat of her caHoltman was content across the board
reer, Wagner blasted the ball to right cen- with the team’s performance, but was ester ﬁeld, bringing in two more crucial runs pecially noting of a few obvious players.

“

“

When an athlete looks back on an entire season, or an entire career for that
matter, all they really have are the memories. Some of these are cherished, heartwarming, and forever lasting memories
while others may have an entirely different
feel – they may be gut-wrenching powerful
emotions of the things that didn’t necessarily work the way they should have, with
an enduring sting that never seems to fade
away.
While examining the Wildcat’s 2012
softball season, there may just be a bit of
both of these two spectrums found within.
With a senior class that has seen its fair
share of success in the past, the Wildcats
took to the ﬁeld this season with the same
goal as always in mind: to win games. And
they did that, maybe not as well as years
before, but nonetheless, they played each
and every game with a ﬁery and conquering determination that made their coaches
proud.
The Wildcats ﬁnished their season
at 19-29 overall, 15-21 in Great Northwest Athletic Conference play, and ﬁfth
place ﬁnish in the standings. The players
and coaches knew within the last couple
of weeks of the season that their playoff
hopes were getting less and less likely, so
the season turned into a chance for them
to see how well they could ﬁnish. For junior catcher Elena Carter, the last four
games of the season turned into an opportunity to help the seniors end their careers
on a positive note.
“What we have to realize is that we
can’t even really go anywhere this year, no
offense,” Carter said. “We just have to lay
it all out, especially for our seniors. Having eight seniors that I’m really close to,
of course you just want to do what you
can, and you want to do what you can for
them because the last games on this ﬁeld
are intense.”
Last week, the Wildcats played their
last home series of the season against
Northwest Nazarene. A streak was wiped
clean for the Crusaders when they won for
the ﬁrst time in 30 all-time games played
in Ellensburg, beating the Wildcats in the
ﬁrst game 9-6. The Crusaders immediately started scoring runs in the ﬁrst inning by
jumping ahead to a 3-0 lead, then extending that lead 7-0 by the fourth inning. But
in the ﬁfth inning the Wildcats wouldn’t be
denied a few runs of their own.
After senior outﬁelder Bre Thomas got
on base with a bunt, Carter hit an RBI
double that scored Thomas. Following the
score, senior ﬁrst basemen Liz Jusko got
on base after being hit by a pitch, just before senior inﬁelder Carrina Wagner hit a
booming shot past center ﬁeld for a threerun homer. The four-run inning would
be short lived. During the seventh inning,
NNU added two more runs to go up 7-4,
though Central matched them with two
runs of their own.
“Some things just don’t work the way
we want them to, we’re kind of used to
that this season.” Wagner said.
After losing to a team that head coach
Mallory Holtman fully expected to sweep,
the coaches got a bit worried but the players remaining focused.
“You know for coaches it was nerve
racking but the girls looked calm,” Holtman said. “They looked ready, they knew
what was going on.”
Holtman couldn’t have been more spot
on with her assessment of the players, as
the Wildcats ended up winning the second
game 4-2, which was a more dominating
game for the Wildcats than it appeared.
In the ﬁrst inning the Crusaders jumped
out to a 2-0 lead after a bit of chaotic turn
of events from sophomore pitcher Maria
Gau, after a bases-loaded walk and bases-

“I think Elena Carter did an amazing
job offensively,” Holtman said. “Maria obviously stepped it up on the mound, and
then you know over the last couple games
Bre Thomas has dominated the top of the
lineup.”
Carter was pleased with her teammates
and her own performance as well.
“It was awesome. It was great to get
connection with the bat because their
pitchers are kind of slower so we had to
adjust,” Carter said. “We ﬁnally came
around the second game and put the ball
in play where we needed. It was awesome
to hit it over the fence because I didn’t
have to run fast, so that was nice.”
Following the victory, the Wildcats
moved onto their last opponent of the
season, and perhaps they’re most hated:
Western Washington. After Central beat
the Vikings in ﬁve out of their seven meetings this season, Central was looking to
continue the trend.
After winning the ﬁrst game 9-2, it
looked as though the Wildcats may just
be able to pull it off. Wells started off the
game in the ﬁrst inning by hitting a tworun homer, but it was in the top of the second inning when the Wildcats scored six
runs and connected on ﬁve hits. Central
scored one more run before the ﬁrst game
ended with the Wildcat victory at 9-2. But
it was in the second game when an entirely
different team showed up – the Wildcats
lost their last game of the season 1-0.
The lone run of the game came off
of a Western double RBI. Although the
Wildcats’ season may have ended on a
bad note, several players managed to land
in the history books: Wagner ended as the
third all-time leader for game-winning
home runs, senior outﬁelder Jen Schwartz
broke the school’s single season record for
sacriﬁce bunts, sophomore outﬁelder Jordan Zurﬂuh became the school’s all-time
leader in stolen bases. Four players ﬁnished
above the .300 mark in hitting percentage:
Thomas (.359), Wells (.343), Carter (.341),
and Wagner (.305).
But now that the season is over, a new
group of seniors now has the reins, Carter
being one of them. She won’t forget the
2012 team though, who Carter considers
to be much closer to her than just an average teammate.
“It’s sad, because those seniors are like
my family, and I grew up with them and
some are from my hometown. It’s just
going to be a bummer,” Carter said. “It
hasn’t hit me yet that I’m not going to see
them next year because I always expect to
see them, so it’s going to be weird being
the older one.”
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Rodeo club lassos the competition
BY AMBER BENIOT

Staff Reporter

This course prepares instructor candidates
to use course and presentation materials,
conduct training sessions and evaluate the
progress of candidates in professional level
course. Once authorized, lifeguard
Instructors may teach:
Basic-level Lifeguarding
Waterfront Lifeguarding
Waterpark Lifeguarding
Shallow Water Lifeguarding
CPR/AED for Lifeguards
Administering Emergency Oxygen
Blood borne Pathogens Training
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smooth as they did.”
The Central cowboys and cowgirls look
toward Hermiston next weekend as a last
chance to earn their spots to Nationals. To
follow the Central Rodeo athletes and for
results and national standings visit www.
collegerodeo.com

ar

(509)963-1026

up of non-competitors who just love rodeo
and want to help.
“Their work is what allows me to compete,” Bissonette said. “In my eyes they
are the biggest part of Rodeo Club and
a big thanks needs to go out to every one
that helped make things work as good and

Prep

CALL:

tie Hoffman, is working her way up the
stats to get one of those National bids.
Hoffman is a stand out Barrel Racer for
Central. She transferred to Central just last
year. Hoffman may be a new Wildcat but
she is in no way new to her sport.
“I’ve been competing my entire life,”
Hoffman said.
Hoffman and her Barrel horse, Sweetie,
make quite the team. Currently, Hoffman
sits seventh in the region, but after her ﬁfth
place ﬁnish Friday and her second place
standing on Sunday, she should move up
a spot or two. Next weekend will also be
huge for Hoffman.
“My goal is always just to have a clean
run,” Hoffman said.
Rodeo is a sport of chance. There is
always a chance a rope will miss, a horse
will be slow, or a list of other things could
go wrong. A few more clean runs and good
rides and CWU Rodeo could ﬁnd itself
with a few competitors in this year’s Nationals.
The CWU Rodeo club always looks forward to the Ellensburg-hosted rodeos.
“It’s fun competing here in town and I
look forward to it,” Hoffman said. “But I
look forward to all rodeo.”
Corey Sinclair, collegiate sport clubs
coordinator, was very impressed with this
years showing and participation in the rodeo.
“The club members are all very hard
working and passionate about the sport of
rodeo,” Sinclair said. “I found myself inspired being around that passion and the
students this weekend.”
It’s no easy feat preparing for the intercollegiate rodeos here in town. It takes a
huge team of people, a few sponsors and
hours of manpower to get the arena competition ready.
The CWU Rodeo Club is not only for
the competitors. Much of the club is made

ed.

ADVERTISE
TODAY!

COURTNEY HOTTOWE/OBSERVER

HORSEPLAY Two rodeo participants from the CWU rodeo club try to lasso a calf during the competition over the weekend at the
Kittitas County Fairgrounds.

er

The college rodeo season is winding
down. Before it’s time to hang up the lassos
and spurs, the CWU rodeo club competed
with a strong showing in Ellensburg. The
Kittitas County Fairgrounds played host to
two of the season’s rodeos this past weekend. Regional Rodeo #5 Friday afternoon
and the Todd Anderson Memorial Rodeo
ﬁlled Saturday and Sunday with the championship go-rounds Sunday morning.
Dust ﬂew in the arena Friday night with
Central cowboy and cowgirls placing very
well in ﬁve events. Seniors Bailey Minor
and Carl Bissonette both had impressive
go-rounds. Minor ﬁnished in the top ﬁve in
both of her events and Bissonette ﬁnished
in the top 10 in one and in the top ﬁve in
his other.
Minor also had some solid go-rounds on
Saturday and Sunday. She ended Sunday
in third place in Breakaway Roping.
Minor has been competing with CWU
rodeo for four years now. This, her senior
season, could be a return trip to Nationals
for the soon to be graduate. The top three
competitors in the region in each event get
to attend Nationals held in Wyoming every
June. Minor competed in goat tying at last
year’s Nationals. She currently sits two positions out of the top three. However, after
this weeks points post, those positions may
change. National results were not updated
at time of production.
Another senior with his eye on Nationals is Carl Bissonette. Along with his impressive ﬁnishes on Friday, Bissonette also
completed the Todd Anderson Memorial
Rodeo with some great showings. Bissonette completed Sunday with a sixth place
ﬁnish in Steer Wrestling. This cowboy also
competed in the Saddle Bronc but was unfortunately bucked off at 7.92 seconds, just
shy of the eight-second requirement.
The senior competed in the Saddle
Bronc at National’s last year.
“It was an amazing experience [last
year],” Bissonette said.
Currently, Bissonette, also known as Ellensburg’s workhorse because of his solid
work ethic and willingness to help, sits just
outside of national qualiﬁers. To get to Nationals his Saddle Bronc standing needs to
improve by four spots and his Steer Wrestling position will have to move up three
spots, but that doesn’t get him down.
“I never worry about it too much,” Bissonette said. “If it is meant to be it will work
out that way.”
Bissonette’s standings were current as of
April 23 and could change once the points
from the Ellensburg Rodeos are accounted
for in the season point totals.
Minor and Bissonette both still have another chance to make it into those coveted
top three spots. Next weekend Hermiston,
Ore. will host the ﬁnal two rodeos of the
season.
“It is going to come down to next weekend,” Bissonette said. “That is if I make
Nationals.”
These seniors aren’t CWU Rodeo’s only
hope for Nationals. An underdog of sorts,
second year CWU Rodeo competitor, Kat-

Saturday, May 12 8:00AM-6:00PM
Saturday, May 19 8:00AM-6:00PM
Sunday, May 20 8:00AM-6:00PM
COST: $100 per person
TO REGISTER:
FOR MORE INFO:
Kittitas Valley Memorial
Amanda Boyle
Pool & Fitness
509-760-9744
815 E. Sixth Ave Amanda@quincywashington.us
509-962-7210

Prerequisites:
Be at least 17 years of age
Pass pre-course lifeguard testing
Possess current LGT/FA/CPR/AED certification
Instructor online registration ($21) & pre-test
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ASPEN 5k raises money, inspires hope
BY SCOTT HERMAN

Staff Reporter

On Saturday, April 28 several members
of the community came out to run in the
ASPEN 5k to support abuse victims. Senior
Jessie Carlson and the Wellness Center organized the event and asked that people run
five kilometers and donate money for the
‘Run, Walk and Roll Your Way Through
the Route to Hope 5K.’
Considering the distance Carlson herself has come over the past two years, it’s
a pretty simple request. The proceeds generated by the event were donated to the
ASPEN outreach program, an organization that has helped many like Carlson get
their lives back in order. ASPEN stands for
Abuse Support and Prevention Education
Now; they provide support and resources
for abuse victims in Kittitas Valley.
The 5k run had around 90 participants
show up at the 9 a.m. start time, and $2,000
in entry fees and donations were given to
ASPEN. More important than the cash, the
event raised awareness of the very real issues of abuse and sexual assault.
Carlson, a double major in law and justice and sociology, understands what it’s like
to need guidance during hard times. She
hopes that the event will help give students
and community members an idea of where
to turn to when in need of support.
Two years ago in March 2010, Carlson
was sexually assaulted and harassed by a
fellow student. After calling the police, she
was checked into the hospital where they

promptly got contacted an ASPEN volunteer. ASPEN never left her side, providing
24-hour help to make sure she had the support and care that she needed.
“If I was freaking out at one in the
morning, I could call them through their
hotline. If I just needed to come in and
vent, they were there. If I needed resources,
they were there. They even sat with me in
court,” Carlson said.
When her budget wouldn’t allow for a
proper lawyer in the case against her attacker, her ASPEN correspondent provided
her with the guidance and materials. With
ASPEN’s help and an exceptional knowledge of law proceedings cultivated during
her pursuit of a law and justice major, Carlson was able to represent herself in court.
Just as the finish line appeared, one
more obstacle embedded itself in her path.
Shortly after the case wrapped up, Carlson
began to exhibit flu-like like symptoms, reporting to the health center nearly every
day. Ultimately, doctors diagnosed her with
Lymphoma. The cancer would prove to be
one more mile in Carlson’s marathon.
She found a shoulder to lean on in the
form of ASPEN advocate and fellow cancer patient Carmelita Escarcega. The two
connected over the traumatic events they
both had endured. Escarcega, a law and
justice student and mother of six, was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2008 and
knew exactly what kind of support Carlson
would need to persevere.
“It’s good to allow them to cry, or to
laugh about it, just to know that it is what it

PHOTO COURTESY OF CARMELITA ESCARCEGA

ALL SMILES Carmelita Escarcega (left) and Jessie Carlson (right) pose for a picture during the ASPEN 5k.

is. She’s a survivor,” said Escarcega.
Carlson endured six rounds of chemotherapy and radiation. After a long battle
she was declared to be in remission this
past December. As a result of her fight, she
was left with a scar at the base of her neck
where doctors operated, and she also deals
with the fogginess of “chemo brain.”
As a result of her experience she would
like to help others the way ASPEN and its
caring volunteers rose to action in her time
of need. That’s why instead of paying ASPEN back, she’s paying it forward by raising support to their cause.
Ashley Tenney and Samantha Cochrane, senior biology majors, found the
time out of their weekend to support ASPEN and see if they could accomplish the

five kilometer race.
“I had heard about ASPEN when I was
in high school, it was kind of a good thing
for me to help out with,” Tenney said.
“This is my first 5k, it was nice to push
myself,” Cochrane said. “There were more
people than I thought there would be, and
I am glad because it’s for such a good organization.”
Carlson graduates this year but would
like to get her master’s in mental health and
become a counselor.
“Through everything that I have been
through, [and] the people that have helped
me, that’s what I want to do, that’s who I
want to be: I want to help people,” Carlson
said.

